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Dear District Residents:
 
At times as a superintendent of a public school district it is easy to lose focus on all of the positive student achievements 
that happen on a daily basis. So for this issue I will not worry about constricting budgets, the Wisconsin legislature, school 
day challenges; instead my focus in this issue will be to reflect on the biggest priority of all as a professional educator and 
school administrator: student achievement and fulfillment.
 
This is the time of year when students are able to publicly demonstrate their talents and acumen through competition and 
demonstration. Sharing space in this month’s newsletter are the Parkway Field Day experience, PIP family nights, Parkway 
and Glen Hills student award winners and academic extracurricular activities.
 
I could have just as easily flooded this page with the names of the 30+ Glen Hills students who qualified for this spring’s 
State Forensics meet. Or, how about the 40+ band and orchestra middle school students who collected over 60 ribbons 
at the WI School Music Association Solo & Ensemble Festival last month. Then too, I can brag about the 10 Glen Hills 
students who took part in the Southeastern WI German Pronunciation Contest, all of whom qualified for the state 
competition. In fact these are just a small percentage of the stories I can share about how wonderful the students of 
Glen Hills and Parkway schools really are!
 
I write this column to remind us all that it is important as classroom teachers, student advisors, extracurricular 
coordinators, parents and as a community that we stop, reflect and take pride in the quantity and quality of academic, 
cultural and social successes our students have, individually and collectively, throughout this, and every, school year. 
So the next time you read or are brought into a debate about the ailments of our public education system, recall this 
month’s district newsletter that captures just one brief timeframe of all the good our kids are accomplishing. I know I will.
 
Again as always if you have comments or questions please feel free to call or email me.
Sincerely,

Larry Smalley
District Administrator

larry.smalley@glendale.k12.wi.us
414-351-7170 ext 2103 (office)
262-442-4441 (cell)
 

   Spring

Family Information Day
A school registration mailing will be sent to all families in mid-July. Online 
registration will begin on August 1st. 

Parents/Guardians can log into their Infinite Campus Parent Portal at https://wicloud2.infinitecampus.
org/campus/portal/glendale.jsp to verify and update demographics information for your student. If you 
do not have an Infinite Campus Parent Portal log in, please contact the district office at 414-351-7170.

All families must attend the following Information Day and in-person 
registration in the Commons at Glen Hills Middle School.

Wednesday, August 15th – 11:00 am through 7:00 pm
For your convenience, your Infinite Campus activation code will also be available on August 15th. 
Staff will have computers available that day, and can assist you with this process if needed.



THANK YOU to all of our 
2018 retiring teachers and staff. 
We appreciate their many years of 
dedication and thank them for their 
positive impact on students and the 
educational programs in the district.

Mike Kroeger, Coordinator of Student
  Services at Glen Hills. 

Linda Oberholtzer, 6th grade math

Carmen Ploetz, Parkway Art

Terry Stibb, K5 Paraprofessional 

Parkway Field Day

Parkway held their annual field days at the end of the school 
year. All grades participated in this fun-filled afternoon. Thank 
you to all the volunteers, we couldn’t do this event without you.

Second grade students use their measurement 
and knot making skills to make wind chimes.

Glen Hills students were offered a chance to 
work on the school yearbook as a class for the 
first time this year. They successfully completed 
their first book for the 2017-18 school year.

SUMMER ACADEMY 
Summer Academy 2018 kicked off on 
June 18th and will continue through July 
19th. This year 343 students signed up 
to participate in 45 different fun classes. 
Shown here are the Journey Through 
Cultural Celebrations with American Girl 
and Computer  Coding classes.



FAMILY ACTIVITY NIGHTS DEBUT AT GLEN HILLS

A series of casual Family Activity Nights (or FANs), 
staffed by the “Positive Interactions with Peers” or 
PIP Committee, debuted at Glen Hills this year. 
The PIP Committee was formed in the fall of 2017 by a 
group of parents who wanted to develop positive ways for 
families and students to connect with and support each other.  
“We want every parent and student in our district to know 
that they belong here,” says Carla Pennington-Cross, co-chair 
of the PIP Committee. “We have such great families. I felt that 
this was a perfect time to renew our sense of community.”  
Astrida Kaugars, committee co-chair, adds, “We decided to 
start by offering activity nights at Glen Hills Middle School. We 
wanted these to be family-friendly and inclusive spaces, where 
our diverse community of parents, school staff, and students 
could gather and start building friendships for a lifetime.” 

The hard work of creating new events was well worth it for 
volunteers. “Being on the PIP committee and executing the 
Family Activity Nights has been such a rewarding experience ,” 
says Gina Lima. “Everyone cares, everyone pitches in, and the 
end result is events where our community members can come 
together and play and get involved.” Katie Avalos agrees. “I am 
incredibly proud to have been on the committee that brought 
the awesome community-building FANs to fruition. They 
filled a long-standing gap for Glen Hills at a time when we all 
needed to feel more connected.”

The first FAN welcomed families to share free food, games, 
and a scavenger hunt throughout the building.  School staff 
mingled informally with more than 200 parents and students.  
Parent Darcy Hamlin enjoyed the easy vibe of the event. “To 
be able to just show up as a whole family, enjoy free food, and 

mingle with other parents, 
in a casual environment, 
was so relaxing and fun.  
What a perfect way to make 
connections and build 
community!”

The second FAN was a 
“give back” night, offering 
a variety of service projects 
for families to participate 
in. Attendees helped 
in the school library, 
made pet blankets for 
the Wisconsin Humane 
Society, wrote personal 

letters to military service members, decorated placemats for 
senior communities, filled snack packs for school staff and 
first responders, and made more than 500 sandwiches for 
Milwaukee’s homeless people. Students, parents, and teachers 
connected and shared stories as they worked together. Amy 
Barlament saw the night bring out the best in her children. “It 
was really great to see the kids excited about service projects! 
My older son was passionate about making sandwiches for the 
homeless, and my younger son’s heartfelt letter to a service 
person nearly made me cry.”

Parkway’s third graders were invited to join middle schoolers 
at the third and final FAN in March to help ease worries about 
transitioning to middle school. Students enrolled in Glen Hills’ 
AVID elective program led tours, served meals, got to know 
third graders, and showed families that a strong and caring 
student community awaits them at Glen Hills. AVID student 
Morgan Steffes had a lot of fun volunteering. “I enjoyed it 
because it showed the younger kids that we aren’t that much 
older, and we are there to help. It also got them excited about 
middle school and all the fun things they will do during their 

times here at Glen 
Hills.”  AVID student 
George Turecek 
shared Morgan’s 
sentiment. “I really 
liked introducing 
the future third 
graders to their new 
environment. When 
you are in a place for 
five years, it is nice to 
know the layout of the 
place. They got really 

excited for middle school here at Glen Hills. I just hope they 
enjoy it as much as I did.”  

The FANs will continue next year, but the PIP Committee hopes 
to do even more. “We are looking forward to introducing 
more events and programs that support students and families. 
We want to promote family engagement in our school 
community,” says PIP Committee co-chair Astrida Kaugars. 
“Let’s work on building stronger home-school relationships 
and empowering parents to ultimately benefit our students!” 

Thanks to the PTO and Glen Hills, the FANs were free for 
families this year. The PIP Committee’s goal is to continue to 
keep all of its events free, accessible, and inclusive. Fundraising 
efforts to support this goal are starting now, as the committee 
plans a rummage sale in the fall for kids’ clothing, toys and 
books. “Donating stuff to a rummage sale like this isn’t just 
about raising money – it’s also a great way for families to 
support each other by reducing the costs of outfitting our 
children,” says Carla Pennington-Cross. Keep your eyes 
open for more information about donation drop-off dates 
throughout the summer.

If you are interested in donating, sponsoring, or volunteering 
for PIP activities, please contact Astrida (kaugarswi@wi.rr.com) 
or Carla (cpenningtoncross@gmail.com or 414-379-5807).



ENROLLMENT AND FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2017-18

Student Enrollment 1089
 Glen Hills 547
 Parkway 542
 
Racial Composition of Student Body
 White 47%
 Black 33.7%
 Asian 5.4%
 Hispanic 6.6%
 American Indian or Alaskan Native 0.2%
 Two or more races 6.3%

Number of Staff Members* 152
 Administrators 7
 Coordinators 4
 Teachers 100
 Support Staff 36
 Custodians 5

Racial Composition of Staff
 White 92.7%
 Black 6.6%
 Asian 0.7%

Average Salaries
 Administrators 6.6 FTE = $120,293 average
 Coordinators 10 FTE = $65,405 average
 Teachers 83.4 FTE = $63,484 average
 Support Staff 24.8 FTE = $26,424 average
 Custodians 6.0 FTE = $51,605 average

*These numbers reflect full-time and part-time staff. 

PARKWAY & GLEN HILLS AWARDS

During their end of the 
year awards ceremony, 20 
Parkway student council 
members and 12 perfect 
attendance students were 
recognized. 

Finalists and the winner of the Geography Bee
Letters About Literature State 
competition winners

Kevin Cole Spirit Award
Takiya W. & David R.

Helen Conley Award
Ryan S. & Joyce E.

Roger Tietz Writing Award
Daniel K. & Caitlyn N.

Cathy Williwams Math Award
Keira J. & Isaac I.

Robert Kattman Science Award
Mackenzie B. & Jem E.

Ron Bruce Award
Grace S., Matthew K. & Braeden O.



CAREER FAIR, RESUME & FINANCIAL 
LITERACY WORKSHOP Our District’s annual 
schoolwide workshop was conducted in 
December at Glen Hills and 175 students 
participated from six different schools.  
Students learned how to create a basic 
resume from the UWM and Concordia 
University Career Service professionals, 
learned about interview skills, attended 
a financial literacy session, and learned 
about 100 different professions on that 
day.  More than 100 professionals from 
the community came and shared their 
knowledge with our students. 

GEOGRAPHY BEE Glen Hills Geography Bee 
was conducted in the Commons. (see the 
insert for a photo of the finalists and winner. 

FUTURE CITY STEM COMPETITION 
40 students from grades 6-8 worked with 
engineers from Johnson Controls and Eden 
Corporation twice a week to create a city 
that is futuristic and age friendly. Our 8th 
grade team came 5th overall at the state 
level and won the Best Essay Award. Our 
7th grade team won the Outstanding 
Model Award.  

SPELLING BEE Our school spelling bee 
was held on Friday, January 19, 2018. Three 
students represented our school at the 
regional competition. 

The ANNUAL 
YOUNG ARTISTS’ 
AND YOUNG 
AUTHORS’ 
workshop was 
held on Monday, 
January 29, 2018. 

More than 50 students participated and 
created a booklet on PEACE. 

Around 60 students from our 8th grade 
honors level social studies class worked 
on their NATIONAL HISTORY DAY ESSAY 

and seven of them represented our school 
at the regional NHD competition on 
Saturday, March 10, 2018.  Students had 
the opportunity to create a website, write 
an essay, create a documentary, exhibit, or 
showcase their performance act. 

More than 100 students participated 
in this year’s BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 
PROGRAM. One team from each grade 
level represented our school at the regional 
competition on March 13, 2018 at Glen 
Hills.  Our 6th grade team won first place at 
the regional competition. 

Around 40 students from grades 6-8 
worked on their SCIENCE FAIR project this 
year. Four projects from our school were 
showcased at the state level competition 
on Saturday, March 17, 2018. Our 6th 
grade team won first place.  They will be 
representing our school at the national 
level during 
the summer. 
Our 7th grade 
team won 
the Best Navy 
Award for 
their project.  

Students in 4-8th grade participated in the 
NATIONAL HISTORY DAY research project 
and they presented their research in a 
creative way at our annual talent show on 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018.

7th grade students worked on their 
PROJECT CITIZEN PROJECT on student 
behaviors. They did an extensive research 
on this topic, came up with solutions to 
solve the issue and presented to our school 
board in April. They also presented their 
project at the State Showcase Saturday, 
April 28, 2018, where they won 2nd place.

GLEN HILLS NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR 
SOCIETY CHAPTER  7th & 8th graders 
who completed 20 hours of service and 
maintain a GPA of 3.0 or above were 
recognized at the annual NJHS awards 
ceremony.

7th and 8th grade high math students and 
all of the RTI students from 4-8th grade 
participated in middle school level MATH 
OLYMPIAD competition. The top 5% who 
scored consistently well in all of the tests 
were recognized at the end-of-the-year 
award ceremony in June.

ENGINEERS FROM JCI came to 
school periodically to work with 
our 5th and 8th grade students 
this year to teach various 
engineering skills. We are hoping 
to extend this to all grade levels 
next year.

More than 100 students from 
grades 4-8 have read 10 books 
or more from September-December, 
wrote letters to their favorite author, 
and participated at the LETTERS ABOUT 
LITERATURE competition this year. Six 
students from our school became the state 
semi-finalists and we have three state 
winners.  Glen Hills students won first place 
at the state level in Level 1 and first and 
second place at the Level 2 category. 

Around 75 students from grades 5-8 did 
research about World War I and submitted 
their entries for the DAR ESSAY CONTEST 
in November. Our 6th grade student won 
first place at the regional and state level.

The 4th grade students 
ended the year with a 
SCIENCE FAIR project 
where they tested the 
lung capacity of their 
4th grade peers using 
balloons. 5th, 6th, 7th, 
8th grade students worked on their Rube 
Goldberg Machine where their marbles did 
a minimum of three different activities.  

5th graders worked on their cultural 
project where they researched about a 
country of their choice and made a slide 
show presentation about that country to 
the class.

Parkway Field Day ACADEMIC EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AT GLEN HILLS
Our Glen Hills students particiapted in many extra-curricular activities this past year. Following are a 
short description of some of the events, and our students fantastic acomplishments.



2600 West Mill Road
Glendale, WI 53209

GLENDALE-RIVER HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTICE OF EDUCATIONAL 
OPTIONS FOR CHILDREN WHO RESIDE IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Glendale-River Hills School District offers students a variety of educational options 
to children who reside in the District.  The District’s primary educational pathway and 
instructional program for students involves a progression from 4-year-old kindergarten 
through 8th grade.  The District schools are Parkway Elementary (4-year-old kinder-
garten through 3rd grade) and Glen Hills Middle School (grades 4-8).  Private schools 
located in Glendale are St. Francis Children’s Center and North Shore Montessori 
School.  The most recent accountability reports for our district schools, as issued by the 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction under section 115.385 of the state statutes, 
are available at https://dpi.wi.gov/families-students/data/report-cards

In addition to the above listed schools, district students are able to participate in the 
Public School Open Enrollment Program, Course Options Program, home-based private 
educational program and the Wisconsin parental choice program.  For more detailed 
information on the above, please see our website at: www.glendale.k12.wi.us.

7th and 8th grade band students from Bayside, 
Glen Hills, Maple Dale, and the Nicolet high 
school band, were part of an area combined 
pep band which performed at the Nicolet Boys’ 
basketball game.

The Rope Warrior, David Fisher, brought his 
interactive and visually entertaining jump rope 
to Parkway. ROPENASTICS is a combination 
of rope jumping, rhythmic gymnastics, dance 
and martial arts. The interactive program also 
covers an explanation of the benefits of aerobic 
activities, a look at equipment and safety, and 
with help from audience members, demon-
strates teamwork and cooperation. 

GLENDALE-RIVER HILLS 
SCHOOL BOARD: 
Andrew Franklin - President
Tomika Vukovic - Vice-President
Theresa Seem - Treasurer
Gary Lippow - Clerk
Robert Roska - Assistant Clerk


